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INSIDER COLLECTION

WELCOME  
TO THE LISBON
INSIDER COLLECTION

Truly memorable meetings and events with authentic local flavour – that is 
the inspiration behind the InterContinental Insider Collection. 

Our network of hotels and resorts is global; our knowledge and expertise  
local, giving planners guaranteed choice, range and depth to add to any 
meeting or conference. With each hotel offering its own bespoke selection 
of services, and every experience designed around you, the InterContinental 
Insider Collection delivers unique events firmly rooted in their location with a 
rare, but tangible sense of place. 

The options are limitless, the local knowledge rich, the service professional 
and faultless, the delegate experience enriching and rewarding every time. 

Sample for yourself some of our wonderful Lisbon experiences.
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INSIDER LOCATIONS 
Choose an InterContinental venue for your event and a world of possibilities opens up. As locals, your hotel team hold the key to a 
side of your locality tourists never see. What and who they know gives you an exclusive mix of authentic venues and experiences to 
play with. 

INSIDER SPEAKERS 
Bring your event to life with an inspirational speaker – someone who can really strike a chord with your delegates and enrich their ex-
perience beyond measure. Fascinating and engaging, motivating Insider Speakers range from celebrities and cultural experts to sport-
ing heroes. Whatever their passion, they all have a local connection and you will discover that their unique insights and local know-how 
make your event one to remember. 

INSIDER COMMUNITY 
There’s nothing quite like immersing yourself in the community to gain an added depth and understanding to your experience in a new 
destination. Insider Community has been designed to benefit local people and create truly memorable and meaningful experiences for 
your delegates too. 

INSIDER INTERACTIONS
 This team-building experience will help your delegates connect with each other as never before. Using the unique character, heritage 
or geography of your destination to inspire interaction, each experience, whether based on or offsite offers an original way to engage 
delegates and motivate them to build effective working relationships. 

INSIDER BREAKS 
With Insider Collection even your breaks are fulfilling experiences. From serving up a delicious lunch of provincial dishes for a taste of 
regional cuisine to spending some quality time with your Concierge team to get their best insider tips, a few minutes out of your busy 
schedule becomes a whole experience in itself.
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BELEM TOWER
A SYMBOL OF THE AGE 
OF DISCOVERY
Belem Tower is a masterpiece of Manueline Architecture Built in 1515 as a 
fortress to guard the entrance to Lisbon’s harbor, the Belem Tower was the 
starting point for many of the voyages of discovery, and for the sailors it was 
the last sight of their homeland.  

It is a monument to Portugal’s Age of Discovery, often serving as a symbol of 
the country, and UNESCO has listed it as a World Heritage monument. 
Built in the Manueline style, it incorporates many stonework motifs of the 
Discoveries, sculptures depicting historical figures such as St. Vincent and an 
exotic rhinoceros that inspired Dürer’s drawing of the beast. 
The architect, Francisco de Arruda, had previously worked on Portuguese 
fortifications in Morocco, so there are also Moorish-style watchtowers and 
other Moorish influences. Facing the river are arcaded windows, delicate 
Venetian-style loggias, and a statue of Our Lady of Safe Homecoming, a  
symbol of protection for sailors on their voyages.
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THE JERONIMOS  
MONASTERY 
Founded in 1501, the magnificent Jerónimos Monastery (Mosteiro dos  
Jerónimos) is one of the most prominent examples of the Portuguese Late 
Gothic Manueline style of architecture in Lisbon.

In 1496, King Manuel I (1495–1521) asked the pope for permission to build a 
great monastery in thanks to the Virgin Mary for Vasco de Gama’s successful 
voyage to India. The request was granted and construction began on January 
6, 1501. The project was funded by treasures from explorations in Africa, 
Asia, and South America, as well as tax on the Portuguese-controlled spice 
trade with Africa and the East.
Jerónimos Monastery is a prime example of Manueline architecture, a style 
unique to Portugal that combines Flamboyant Gothic, Moorish, and early  
Renaissance influences. It is characterised by an elaborate use of sculptural 
detail and often includes maritime motifs. Other notable Manueline  
structures in Portugal include Batalha Monastery and the Templar Convento 
de Cristo in Tomar.
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PALÁCIO NACIONAL 
DE AJUDA

The National Palace of Ajuda, construction of which began in 1796, became 
the residence of the Portuguese Royal Family from the reign of King D. Luís I 
(1861-1889) to the end of the monarchy in 1910. In 1910, during the estab-
lishment  of the republican regime and subsequent exile of the Royal Family, 
the Palace was closed. Opened to the public as a museum in August 20, 1968.

Being the only Royal Palace that can be visited in Lisbon today,  it faithfully 
preserves  the original interior design and decoration of the rooms  of the 
second half of the 19th century.  The Palace boasts importante collections of 
decorative arts, paintings, sculptures, tapestries, engravings and photography. 
Noteworthy are Works by artists such as El Greco, Greuze or Géricault, 
among others. From earliest times, this Royal Palace has played its part as
 a setting granting dignity to protocollary state ceremonies, and it is in this role 
that the Ajuda National Palace continues to lend its splendour to the official 
receptions of the Presidency of the Republic, as well as housing one of the 
country’s most importante museums of decorative arts. 
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JOSÉ BENTO  
DOS SANTOS 

José Bento dos Santos is an industrial chemical engineer with an international 
career as a successful metal broker. 

Also being a fine gourmet, José is the President of the Portuguese Academy 
of Gastronomy as well as founding Chairman of the European Comunity for 
Gastronomic Culture. He was even the President of the International Acad-
emy of Gastronomy. José is also Gastronomic Counsellor of the “Chaîne des 
Rôtisseurs”, member of the “Psychologues du Goût” Academy, “Chevalier 
des Entonneurs Rabelaisiens”, “Chevalier du Tastevin” and “Cavaleiro” of the 
Port Wine Brotherhood. 

Portuguese cuisine, namely by coordinating the Government’s programmes 
“Allgarve Gourmet”, “Cataplana Experience”, “Portugal: the best fish in the 
world” and “Taste Portugal”.
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FADO GUIDED VISIT TO 
NATIONAL PANTHEON

 
Portugal’s National Pantheon it’s an impressive baroque monument built on 
an octagonal floor plan centered on a Greek cross, with a dome standing out 
in the city’s skyline.  It’s the resting place of the most important cultural and 
political figures in the country, but perhaps most famous of all, fado singer 
Amalia Rodrigues.

Meet lyrical and fado singer Rui Baeta who will make a brief presentation 
about the history of fado, how fado music is created and how intertwined it 
is in Portuguese culture. Allow yourself to be guided on a very exclusive and 
unique fado concert throughout several areas of this this beautiful monument. 
Climb up to the dome’s terrace and marvel in the most amazing city views.
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CLEAN A BEACH 

With over 1200 kms of Coastline, Portugal offers great beaches to relax 
on and enjoy throughout the year. Unfortunately, more people also means 
more trash on the sand and surrounding áreas. In this community project you 
will have the opportunity to be part of a movement that contributes to the 
conservation of the beaches around Lisbon by cleaning the accummulated 
trash and recycle it. It will even be fun with the art you can create with the 
surprises you will find there. Enjoy the sun, be creative and make a difference. 
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PLANT A TREE,  
PLANT THE FUTURE 

Discover the last Nature Reservation in Lisbon which stills conservates some 
of the especies that date from the King’s era. Just 5 minutes from the city 
center, Tapada da Ajuda offers a great opportunity for us to compensate 
some of our ecological footprint by planting a tree. The scenery, the clean 
air and the project you will help with make this visit the highlight of your day 
(maybe even of your trip!). Get your hands dirty and contribute to the reflor-
estation of this Park. 
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MAGIC IN LISBON 

Let us help you to enchant your clients and share a truly magical event with 
us. Joao Miranda is all about those attractions that you seek the answer to, 
however you are too much lost in the show.  

Magic, stands out itself for the proximity with the guests, who see in front of 
their eyes and with detail, magic moments happening, where prevails  
dynamism and interaction between them and works as a great ice breaking. 
 
Gaze your eyes’ upon this magical show.  
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A SPECIAL VISIT ON 
BOARD “28” BY THE  
NYSSE ARRUDA
The author invites the guests of these hotel for an exclusive visit of the city on 
board of the Eléctrico 28.

The route of tramway 28 covers around 7 km, crossing the city from west to 
east from Prazeres to Graça -, and encompass 2.500 years of History of the 
Portuguese capital. Phoenician, Roman and Arab remains can be found along 
the route as well as Gothic, Barroque and neo-classic churches and monas-
teries, the distinctive architecture of Baixa Pombalina, designed by Marquis 
de Pombal after the Earthquake of 1755, and also a important selection of 
historic buildings. 

Most important is also the eclectic aproach of these special visit since the 
author points out historic facts that took place in certain points of the route.
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PORTUGUESE TILES - 
FACTORY VISIT AND 
WORKSHOP 
Portugal is widely known for its beautiful traditional ceramic tiles and its  
secular ceramic techniques. In this unique factory tour and workshop at 
Sant’Anna factory you will be able to learn about an art that unfortunately is 
almost extinct. Sant’Anna factory is one of the last factories in Europe that 
still creates and produces its ceramic products using the same hand-made 
techniques from the 18tth century.

On a private and exclusive tour guided by the Factory Director we will be 
able to visit the artisans and watch them work, visit the old wood oven and 
learn about the difference between firing the pieces in traditional and modern 
ovens, the quality assurance process and the painting techniques. You will not 
only watch the artisan painters paint some tiles and other ceramic pieces but 
you will also be able to work together and paint a full tile panel.
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JEEP ARRABIDA AND 
CATAMARAN WITH  
DOLPHIN WATCHING
This tour takes you to the discover the Arrábida coast, as well as the dolphins 
that live in this area. In the morning, we will go a board a boat to watch the 
dolphin’s in Setúbal area. 
The Setúbal Bay hosts a family of bottlenose dolphins with 26 members that 
can be observed at several points, according to their own routines, between 
the Bay of Setúbal, and the Sado River.
Afterwards we will continue by jeep through Arrábida’s natural park with a 
stop at Portinho da Arrábida.
Next we will take the tour to Sesimbra’s town. After lunch we will make the 
next stop at Cabo Espichel. We will return to Lisbon by the April 25th Bridge.
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WINES OF PORTUGAL

 

Portuguese winemaking has great heritage, which has made its mark on the 
wine world. Although there is only a small amount of land to work from, 
Portugal is already the ninth biggest exporter of wine in the world and the 
fifth in Europe. With more than 250 native grape varieties. Portuguese wines 
provide a unique experience, differentiated by terroirs – along with the 
knowledge of our winemakers and their techniques.

The Wines of Portugal Tasting Room in Lisbon is located in the Praça do 
Comércio and is one of the most picturesque European squares. Here the 
visitor will have the chance to taste wines from different regions of the  
country, highlighting the Region of Lisbon Wines .
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LISBONS “PADARIAS” 
AND FLOWER MARKETS 

In Lisbon, the coffeehouse is an institution. It has been so since the turn of the 
century when many were the favorite haunts of literary figures. Several hold 
on to that historical past with their wonderful Art Deco decoration and have 
become popular tourist attractions.  

Every café or traditional pastelaria (pastry shop) serves croissants and pasteis 
de nata (custard tarts) which is the most popular Portuguese pastry. Many 
also serve light meals along with the popular strong bica (espresso) or milky 
galão (latte).
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LISBON’S ORGANIC 
MARKETS 

InterContinental Lisbon´s Executive Chef Eddie Melo will be exploring the 
Mediterranean flavours present in the traditional Portuguese cuisine on this 
unique Green Menu.

The menu includes products and ingredients from fresh produce farmers 
that have nature´s flavours as its main inspiration. This vegetable based menu 
will bring fresh and local products to your dishes, enhancing the exceptional 
Portuguese flavours.
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TABERNA PORTUGUESA

 

They are as simple as it gets - Yet some of Lisbon’s Tabernas can be the 
perfect place to rub shoulders with locals. In the pass some of themes were 
known for their hearty meals, while others focus on serving drinks or genuine 
Fado performances. 

Actually it is not a typical  restaurant where you came in and someone is only 
serving food and wine, they are places were people take a drink have a snack 
and socialize in a different atmosphere 
It’s like a family restaurant.
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PICNIC LISBON FAIR

Can you imagine a picnic right in the middle of a city with fresh air and total 
relax feeling? We can, just like any other Lisbon inhabitant. There are plenty 
beautiful landscapes all over the city, such as parks besides small lakes and 
fountains or with some very interesting views to enjoy a meal Al Fresco.
The joy of out-of -doors living makes the picnic a very usual happening in the 
Lisbon city.
Now imagine it with the best fresh delicacies from Portugal.
You deserve it!
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